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Little Italy Association Holds Dedication to Commemorate the
Opening of the Piazza della Famiglia
-The new heart of Little Italy opens with the commencement of a ribbon cutting ceremony, remarks from
elected officials and dignitaries and an intimate reception on Thursday, August 2SAN DIEGO (July 26, 2018) – The Little Italy Association of San Diego invites the community to attend a
dedication to celebrate the opening of the new Piazza della Famiglia in the neighborhood on Thursday,
Aug. 2, at 10 a.m. Developed by H.G. Fenton Company, the Piazza della Famiglia is a grand 10,000square-foot European-style piazza dedicated to the past, present and future families of the Little
Italy neighborhood. The dedication will include a ribbon cutting, commencement words from state and
local dignitaries and leaders behind the project, and a reception featuring small bites by Little Italy Food
Hall and refreshments.
The dedication will take place in the Piazza della Famiglia, located on W. Date Street between India and
Columbia Streets in Little Italy. Multiple elected officials and dignitaries will be in attendance to
welcome this new attraction to Downtown San Diego. The ribbon cutting ceremony will be emceed by
H.G. Fenton’s CEO, Mike Neal and feature commencement words from Assemblymember Todd Gloria;
Mayor Kevin Faulconer; Councilmember Chris Ward; Little Italy Association Chief Executive
Administrator, Marco Li Mandri and others.

“The opening of the Piazza della Famiglia is significant not only to San Diego but around the country—it
serves as a model for innovative community projects that want to create great public spaces,” said
Marco Li Mandri, Little Italy Association’s chief executive administrator. “The Piazza della Famiglia
enriches San Diego’s Little Italy, acting as a pioneer for other neighborhoods in the U.S. on how a
community can activate its public spaces and improve its community by building a central gathering
place. It’s especially unique to the U.S. because it reflects the European lifestyle of coming together in
public spaces—to eat, drink, people watch, interact with friends and relax after shopping. It also invites
residents, visitors and the community to engage with each other.”
With the opening of the Little Italy Food Hall at the beginning of July, residents and visitors can now
enjoy beer, wine and food from any of the six food stations and bar in the Little Italy Food Hall in the
10,000-square-foot open space—officially activating the Piazza della Famiglia as it was intended to be.
The Little Italy Association will continue to produce weekly activations year-round in the Piazza della
Famiglia, including live music performances, Vinyasa in the Piazza, Mat Pilates on the Piazza, its two
weekly Farmers’ Markets—the Mercato and the Little Italy Wednesday Market and more.
“H.G. Fenton has been providing quality places for San Diegan’s to live and work for more than a
century, and we are proud of the lifestyle opportunity and community-enhancing amenities our team
has created through the Little Italy project,” said Fenton CEO Mike Neal. “The collaboration with the
Little Italy Association and residents was key to bringing the vision to life. As a result, the Piazza della
Famiglia, Little Italy Food Hall, and Frost Me Café & Bakery provide our Vici and Amo residents with an
alluring and vibrant experience that is simply unmatched in the region.”
The Piazza della Famiglia project is a mix of public, residential, retail and restaurant space, including 125
apartment homes over 16,000 square feet of retail and restaurants on the ground levels surrounding the
Piazza. Frost Me Café and Bakery and the Little Italy Food Hall are now open with two more
restaurants, Morning Glory from Consortium Holdings and Farmer’s Table, opening later this year. For
more information about the Piazza della Famiglia, visit www.thepiazzasd.com.
###
About Little Italy Association (LIA)
A nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation for the public’s benefit, the Little Italy Association (LIA) advocates on
behalf of its members’ best interests in the areas of public safety, beautification, promotion and
economic development, while preserving the unique cultural resources that exist in the Little Italy
neighborhood of Downtown San Diego. LIA stands as the only district management corporation of its
kind for any Little Italy neighborhood in the United States and is run by a Board of Directors
encompassing 32 people who represent property owners, residents, businesses and community at large.
More information can be found by visiting www.littleitalysd.com or by calling (619) 233-3898.
About H.G. Fenton
H.G. Fenton Company is proudly in its second century of service providing quality places for people to
live and work. The company is committed to responsible development and management practices and
meeting the needs of its commercial tenants and apartment residents over time. H.G. Fenton Company
owns and manages 4.5 million square feet of office and industrial space and 16 apartment communities
totaling over 3,100 homes. The company also manages a development pipeline of land and commercial
projects. For more information, visit www.hgfenton.com.

